It's been 5 years since the original TSX
debuted in early 2003. That car went ol
to score three consecutive Car and
Driver “10 Best” Awards and numerous
comparison test victories. In the last fe\
years, this segment has received a nun
ber of strong new players, including the
1S250, BMW 3 series, and a new Audi
A4 is on the horizon.

Chassis

The new TSX is built on the acclaimed
Advanced Compatibility Engineered
body structure (ACE). This system im-
proves safety by dispersing crash energ
in several directions away from the pas-
senger safety cell. It also helps to mini-
mize damage when cars meet taller vet
cles like SUVs. The car hasn’t been
through final crash testing, but it is ex-
pected to receive a perfect “5 star” rat-
ing. Why? Because every car built on
the ACE structure has earned “5

stars” (see my November 2007 newslet:
ter for more)!

Dimensionally, the TSX has grown a bit
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in almost every direction. Overall lengt sions Vehicle. Estimated EPA mileage
is now 186" vs. 183", width is now 72" 21/30/24 mpg (city/highway/combined)
vs. 69” and the wheel base is up by 1" 1 for the automatic and 20/28/23 mpg for
106”. Interestingly, the overall height i the manual transmission.

lower by 1”. The new unit body uses Luxur

20% high strer_lgth stee_l VErses 39% for The interior has brushed aluminum trim
the earlier design and is the first Acura accents on the door sills and of course

to use internal frame rails to smooth the leather is standard. Many of the comfort
airflow under the car for better fuel and convenience features continue fron
economy. the previous generation car. This in-
Engineering cludes: drivers seat memory, power past
The TSX uses an evolution of the curre senger seat, dual zone air conditioning,
all-aluminum DOHC 2.4 liter 4 cylinder Bluetooth HandsFreeLink cellular con-
that has been retuned for better throttle nection and a premium 7 speaker audio
response in everyday driving. The new system. The standard TSX includes botl
engine is rated for 201 horsepower a mini-phono plug for portable music
(down 4 hp) and torque goes up 8% to players and a new USB port for an Appl
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172 Ib.ft. (with iPod or flash drive. It enables track sele
a manual trans- tion through the steering wheel controls
mission). and you can browse playlists, and see

Refinements song information on the dash display.

include new The available Technology Package is the

dual balance only factory option and adds the Acura
shafts, improved airflow for the intake Satellite Navigation System with voice
and exhaust and a higher compression commands (fully functional for Hawaii),
ratio. The i-VTEC system engages the a 10 speaker g S '
‘hot’ cams at 5000 RPM to improve 410 watt ELS|
mid-range performance. It also lowers Surround
exhaust emissions and improves fuel Sound syste
economy. The TSX now meets the with 6-disc
EPA’s stringent Tier 2 bin 5 standards CD changer
and is certified by the California Air Re- and DVD-
sources board as an Ultra Low Emis-  Audio sup-
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(Continued on page 3)
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Through May and June, Acura is offering very spdoterest
rates for new2008 MDXs. There is 0.9% APR for 36 months
or 2.9% for 60 months. There are also attractesihg pro-
grams in effect that provide a $499 (plus tax) rhbnpayment
for 36 months with a little over $3600 total dudegtse sign-
ing. This lease is allows 10,000 miles annuallg ke the
financing special, is for well qualified applicants

Starting with April production, all
MDXs with either Technology or
Sport Packages will have this fea-
ture as standard equipment. The
power tailgate is a great conven-
ience feature and allow the owner
to access the cargo area with a
push of the keyfob button or the

driver’s door mounted button. These cars showd 8 arrive
towards the end of June.

Also through June, th2008 RDXgets the same interest rate
program as the MDX, 0.9% for 36 months or 2.9%g0r
months as well as great lease programs.

The 2008 TL (including Type-S)also benefits from great in-
terest rates. We have 0.9% for up to 48 montt&3% for 60
months. Remember that an all new TL will be oterlghis
year, probably in October. So if we start countdagkwards,
Acura will probably shut down the current TL asséniime
sometime around August. This means our last dodehe
current model will probably be in July (for Augysbduction).
Don'’t wait too long on the current car if you aoeking for a
specific color as inventories will surely starttighten up.




In a few months, we will receive the first of thee r
engineered and restyled 2009 Acura RLs. Acura weet
the car with a critical eye and refined just abexgry aspect
of the car to enhance the performance and luxury.

In a rare move for a mid-model refresh, Acura cleaihjgist
about every exterior body panel to accomplish theal of
creating a bold new direction for the RL The hofodnt
fenders and trunk lid continue to be made of alumiralloy
for reduced weight and corrosion resistance. Thefrent is
more aerodynamic and more resistant to lift at digipeeds.
There are five new exterior colors and a new peairit
process that improves the luster and shine.

The new gauges have brushed aluminum accents tplieom
ment the other metal-look trim in the cockpit. Tdiecondi-
tioning controls have new, easier to read faces tlam actua-
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All'in all, 2007 was a quiet year for us at AcurBhe fanfare
around the late 2006 release of the new RDX andeail
MDX had settled down and these were selling smgothl
Here in Hawaii, we did have some difficulties gedtthe
navigation systems to work in ALL cars, but thisswa
smoothed out by mid year. Otherwise there wasimgth
really new in the showrooms.

This will all change this year. With the new TSXrbduc-
tion, Acura will see a new product binge like nelgefore.
An all new TL is set for later this fall and Acunas prom-
ised a new car every year through 2011! New esgane in
the pipeline to power these cars, a 4 cylinder &iaad V-
10 are confirmed and a V-8 is heavily rumored.

These new products are designed to help propelattour
new heights, competing with Lexus and the otheuatyx
“heavy hitters” from Europe. Now more than evét like
to remind everyone that | work almost entirely bferrals
and your recommendations are the most importantopany
business.

tion has been simplified to enhance ease of ustedtgned
low-noise air conditioning vents, more insulatibetter
acoustic isolation in the windshield and new Act8@und
Control all make the car quieter and more comfdetab

The perforated leather for the front seats nowrsféelevels
of heating/cooling. Here in Hawaii, very few of roystom-
ers use the heating feature, but | know everyotieneike
use of the new fan cooled, ventilated seats. Theqrager
seat now matches the drivers seat's 10-way adjlistab
Both front seats now have the same Active HeadrRatt
that made their debut last year on the RDX and MDbese
important safety features significantly reduce ¢hance of
injury in rear impact collisions.

The audio system now has both a
USB port and a mini-phono jack for
more flexibility for connecting a
portable music player. The USB port
allows control of an iPod through the
audio system, and the mini-phono
allows you to connect other brands
of music players.

Under the hood, there are a number

of improvements. For 2009, the RL

gets a larger engine, going from 3.5

liters to 3.7 liters and gaining horsepower anduerin the
process. We now have an even 300 hp and 271db.ft.
torque.

(Continued on page 4)

This is the way it works: 1) Call me ahead of tiamal let me
know your friend is interested in a car. 2) Youeridneeds
make an appointment with me fan initial visit to look at
colors and possibly a test drive. 3) From herd&’snup to
them, no hassling from me.

If | can match them up with the right car, | vaénd you a
check for $100.00. If you feel uncomfortable takmoney,
why not use the money and take everyone out toedthn

| have plans for another newsletter to coinciddn it re-
lease of the all new TL This car promises to bedd
beater so stay tuned and check my website foratiestl in-
formation.

Aloha,

Colin A. Sato
Internet Sales Manager
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(Continued from page 1) | took the car out on my favorite “test road” arm pleased
port. The system also use to report that the new TSX runs great. The widaeck really
the full color navigation  pays dividends here, there is very little body esitl the new
display to show more sonc dual mode shock absorbers remain firm over thelemal
information and allow you bumps, but "relax" when they encounter potholdaiger

to see entire playlists at a dips in the road.

glance. Also included It's remarkable how secure the chassis feels, ¢ i
; . , COIErip
with the Tech Package is |35 imnroved markedly over the earlier TSX. lodtels

the useful ba_ck Up Camera qre neutral through the corners with less understen our
that automatically engages 2008

when the car is placed in reverse.

The Dri One of the biggest changes is the move to an BlactPower
ﬂ . ) . Steering System (EPS) replacing the traditionarawtic sys-
I've got to admit that | was a little dismayed whdearned tem. | have gotten used to EPS with our S2000gkiad

about tr;]e (s(ljigh_t) reguction in horsepower for;&@ﬁ)w— steering feels similar. The ‘09 steering rack héasster ratio
ever, when driving the car, you never notice t new than the older TSX, in fact, its even

engine makes more torque at nearly all RPM andaithit- faster than our S2000! This means
tional torque makes a noticeable difference betvai0
and 5000 RPM before the onset of the VTEC crossover
This increased flexibility makes coming off a 20hgorner
much easier, giving the manual transmission diiveze
gears to choose from depending on your mood.

the car responds quickly to your steer-
ing inputs and it's especially notice-
able when you're navigating a twisty
road.

The new TSX is a worthy successor
to the current car. It offers more us
able power, better driving dynamics,

more interior space, better luxury content and aemefined
feel. It builds on the strengths of the outgoing ead pol-

We all love the smooth power delivery of the i-VTEG-
gine, but everyone knows that brute power has riesen
the “star of the show”. Only in today’s power hopgnarket
could you call 201 hp inadequate. | often remiadgde that

the V-6 in the first Acura Legend only had 151 hipew it ishes off the “rough edges” and does it for alntbetsame
debuted in 1986! price.

The TSX features a new smallgr diameter Ieatheppﬁrd_ Base TSXs carry an MSRP of $29,675 and the Techgolo
steering wheel thgt feels great in your hgnds. SertShift package is $32,775 (both include destination chartjejou
5-Speed automatic now adds paddie shifters to thesly want to take a closer look at the new TSX, pleaakaman
You can C‘f"” for,a qwsk gea}'r change from the Rylespad- appointment with me by calling directly at 255-12%5via e-
dles even if you're in “Drive” or you can move thear lever i ot colin@satoauto.com. | just finished upeavivideo
to “Sport” mode and take full control of the trarission. for the TSX, so stop by my website to download pyco
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Acura has made it official! The name might souriittle funny but the new i-DTEC Clean Die-
sel will make it's début in the fall of 2009 in tB810 TSX.

The new engine is a part of Honda's Global Strategthe future of personal mobility. In the
long term, Honda envisions Hydrogen as our fuelhafice. (see the FCX Clarity). In the near
term, Hybrids will power the smaller cars and Diesell power the larger vehicles. So far, here
is what we know about the new engine....

The new engine will use an aluminum block vs. steelast iron. This should significantly re-
duce the weight of the engine and improve fuetedficy. There are four valves per cylinder, duarev
head camshafts and a single turbocharger.

One of the major drawbacks of diesels in the pagelbeen noise, vibration and the obvious emission
problems (think of the black, smelly, smoky exhaumi see on older Mercedes). Honda is using a care-
fully designed combustion chamber and tightly colfed fuel injector pulses to produce a smooth,

quiet engine. The most important new technologis new engine is the patented catalytic converte
that creates and then uses urea to remove harritfaulsl Oxides from the exhaust.

(Other car makers also use urea injection, but #ystems require an on-board storage tank that Ineugeriodically refilled or
the engine returns to it's 'pollutin’ ways')

The new 2.2 Liter engine meets the stringent US EieSIl Bin 5 standards, and will be 50 state leGae power output hasn’t
been confirmed, but sources suggest we will hawsesioing around 170-180 horsepower with well oved REBft. of torque.




(Continued from page 2)

The RL introduced Super Handling All-Wheel Drive2@605 and
for 2009 the system has been re-calibrated foefassponse
time. SH-AWD enhances overall traction in all weathonditions
but the system really shines in dry weather hagdists because
it sends additional power to the outside rear whéwin accelerat-
ing out of a corner.

The details of how the new engine makes this pasvguite inter-
esting for a gearhead like myself. The new engirikrilbs. lighter

than the older engine, mostly due to a new magnesitake
manifold and hollow camshafts. Also contributinghe lower
weight, are the new silicone-aluminum cylinder tmthat replace

the older cast iron liners. A new mechanical etglprocess during manufacturing ex-
poses silicone particles embedded in the alumineeves, which provide a hard piston-
ring sealing surface.

The new valvetrain utilizes the first ever applicatof VTEC on the exhaust valves in our
SOHC cam V-6. The new VTEC rocker arm assembliter divice the durability of the
former design. The new rocker arms have rollerfiipther reduce operating friction. The
new system switches to the high lift cams at 4980/Rand increases the intake valve lift
by 27.9% and the exhaust lift by 10%.

The revised SH-AWD system now begins vectoring paaeeoss the rear axle in first
gear vs. only in second in the previous RLs. Thaglary gearset that overdrives the out-
side rear wheel during a turn can now increasevtieel speed by 5.7% compared to 5%
on earlier versions. I'll have a road test up amsas we receive our first batch of cars, so
be sure to stop by my website for the latest news.
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